POSTAL OFFENSES
1.  The secrecy of the mails is inviolable.  Tampering with or depredation against the mails is an offense against the United States and is punishable under the laws thereof.  Mail is considered to be in the custody of the United States Postal Service from the time it is deposited in an authorized Post Office depository, Military Post Office, or collected by designated military postal clerks, until it is delivered to the addressee, or to a representative authorized by him in writing.
2.  Marine Corps postal personnel shall not break or permit to be broken, the seal of any first-class matter while in the Marine Corps postal channels.
3.  All offenses against the mails are punishable under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.  The following are excerpts from U.S. Code Annotated, Title 18.  Crimes and Criminal Procedures of June, 1948, Chapter 83, Postal Service Section 1691 through 1732.

a.  Section 1700 Desertion of Mails.  Whoever, having taken charge of any mail, voluntarily quits or deserts the same before he has delivered it into the Post Office at the termination of the route or to some known mail carriers, messenger, agent, or other employee of the Postal Service who is not authorized to receive the same, shall be fined not more than $500 or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both (25 June 1948, par 1, 62 Stat. 778).  A violation of this section is misdemeanor.

b.  Section 1702 Obstruction of Mail Generally.  Whoever takes any letter, postal card or package out of any post office or any authorized depository for mail matter, or from any letter or mail carrier, or which has been in the post office or authorized depository, or in the custody of any letter or mail carrier, before it has been delivered to whom it was directed, with the desire to obstruct the correspondence, or try to pry into the business or secrets of another, or opens, secrets, embezzles or destroy the same, shall be fined not more than $2,000 or imprisoned for not more than five years, or both (25 June 1948, ch 645, par 1, 62 Stat. 778).  A violation of this section is a felony.

c.  Section 1703 Delay or Destruction of Mail or Newspapers.  Whoever, being a Postmaster or Postal Service employee, unlawfully detains, delays or opens any letter, post card, package, bag or mail entrusted to him or which shall come into his possession, and which was intended to be conveyed by mail, or carried or delivered by any carrier or other employee of the postal service, or forwarded through or delivered from any Post Office or station thereof, established by authority of the Postmaster General, secrets, or destroys any such letter, postal card, package, bag or mail. shall be fined not more than $500 or imprisoned for not more than five years, or both (25 June 1984, ch 645, par 1, 62 Stat. 778).  A violation of this section can be either a felony or a misdemeanor, depending on the individual circumstances.

d.  Section 1704 Keys or Locks Stolen or Reproduced.  Whoever steals, embezzles or obtains by false pretense, any key suited to any lock adopted by the Postal Service Department or whoever knowingly and unlawfully makes, forges, or counterfeits any such key, or possesses with intent to unlawfully or improperly use, shall be fined not more than $500 or imprisoned for not more than three years (25 June 1948, ch 645, par 1 Stat. 778).  A violation of this section is a felony.

e.  Section 1706 Injury of Mail Bags.  Applies to the cutting or tearing of containers used for conveying mail or the breaking or loosening of security devices affixed to such containers with the intention of stealing mail or rendering the container insecure.  A violation of this section is a felony.

f.  Section 1707 Theft of Property.  Covers the use of Postal Service property for other than its proper use and conveying away Postal Service property to the hindrance or detriment of the public service.  Basic application of this statue is self-evident, as it applies to any Postal Service or non-postal person stealing anything belonging to or used by the Postal Service.  18 U.S.C.  641, covers the theft of government property.

g.  Section 1708 Theft or Receipt of Stolen Mail Matter General.  Deals with the theft or possession of stolen mail matter.  It does not require that the violator be a Postal Service employee, nor does the individual have to know the matter was stolen from the mails.  This section is most commonly used to prosecute non-Postal Service employees for mail theft violations;  however, it is used to prosecute Postal Service contractors, i.e., cleaners and mail transporters.  Occasionally, a Postal Service employee will be prosecuted under this section when the evidence 
dictates a stronger case of possession than or theft/embezzlement;  i.e., misdirecting or over labeling investigations.  Violation of this section is a misdemeanor.
4.  Accessory After the Fact.  Whoever, knowing that an offense against the United States has been committed, receives, relieves, comforts, or assists the offender in order to hinder or prevent his apprehension; trial or punishment is an accessory after the fact.  Except as otherwise expressly provided by Congress, an accessory after the fact shall be imprisoned for not more than ten years.  (Act of 25 June 1949, Title 18, U.S. Code Supp V-3).
5.  Offenses Punishable Under the UCMJ.
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6.  Notification Upon Discovery.  Upon discovery of an irregularity pertaining to the mail, mail equipment, mail keys, money order forms or postal funds which are in military custody for transmission, delivery or use, the following action shall be taken:

a.  Any person making such discovery shall immediately inform their Commanding Officer who shall notify the Postal Officer.  Personnel should be informed not to report suspected violations to mail clerks, mail orderlies or postal clerks, as this procedure may forewarn the individual responsible for the violation and hinder any subsequent investigations.

b.  It is of utmost importance that all known and suspected irregularities be reported to the Base Postal Officer without delay.

c.  In the event that a Post Office or mail room is broken into, the person making the discovery shall immediately isolate the area, permitting no one to compromise the area by entering therein until the arrival of the Postal Officer or his representative.  No investigative personnel (Military Police, Criminal Investigative Division, Naval Investigative Service, etc.) should enter until accompanied by the Postal Officer of his representative.
7.  INVESTIGATIVE ACTION.

The Postal Officer or his representative, upon being notified, will proceed immediately to the scene of the incident and will make determination whether investigative assistance is required or if investigative action should be initiated by the activity concerned.












8.  SUBMISSION OF DOCUMENTS.

Commanding Officers will ensure that two copies of all pertinent documents concerning postal violations and investigations are immediately forwarded to the Base Postal Officer.  Such documents will include,  but are not limited to,  correspondence pertaining to the incident,  reports of investigation,  final disposition of the case and when applicable,  a report of disciplinary action taken against the offender(s).
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